
BC BC stands for "Before Christ". 
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4 - AD 39 

Seleucid rule in Judaea 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
Abolition of Judaism 
Maccabean uprising 
 
Jonathan Maccabaeus, high priest 
Simon Maccabaeus, high priest and ethnarch  
Hasmonaean rule 
Start of the Essene settlement at Qumran  
Honi (Onias) stoned 
 
Pompey in Jerusalem; Roman province of Judaea  
Herod the Great 
Augustus, emperor 
Philo of Alexandria 
 
Birth of Jesus 
Archelaus, ethnarch of Judaea and Samaria 
Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee 

AD AD stands for Anno Domini, which is Latin for "in the year of the Lord" 
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Judaea governed by Roman prefects  
Tiberius, emperor 
Joseph Caiaphas, high priest 
Pontius Pilate 
Ministry and execution of John the Baptist 
Ministry and crucifixion of Jesus  
Birth of Flavius Josephus  
Gaius Caligula, emperor  
Agrippa I, king  
Claudius, emperor  
Roman procurators  
Letters of Paul  
Nero, emperor  
 
Death of James, the brother of Jesus; Jesus son of Ananias  
First war against Rome. Destruction of Jerusalem  
End of the Essene occupation of Qumran  
Galba, Otho and Vitellius, emperors  
 
Vespasian, emperor  
Gospel of Mark  
Fall of Masada  
Josephus' Jewish War  
 
Titus, emperor 
Gospel of Matthew 
Acts of the Apostles 
Gospel of Luke 
Gospel of John 
Domitian, emperor  
Josephus' Jewish Antiquities and Life  
Nerva, emperor 
Josephus' Against Apion  
 
Trajan, emperor 
Letters of James, t Peter, 1-3 John, Jude; Revelation 
Fourth Gospel; death of Josephus  
Hadrian, emperor  
2 Peter  
Second war against Rome 

How can Jesus be born in 4 BC when he is 
literally Jesus Christ? Shouldn't his birth date 
be 1 BC or 1 AD? 

In the system originally proposed by Dionysius 
Exiguus, the Scythian monk who came up with the 
system of dating things from the birth of Christ in 
what we now call 525 AD, he was born in 1 AD. 
Unfortunately, he figured things wrong. 

To reach the origin point of his calendar, 
Dionysius had to work through regnal lists of 
kings, clues in the Bible, and so on to arrive at a 
precise value for how long before his own day 
Jesus was born. In what’s now 525 AD, he 
reckoned that it was 525 years earlier. However, 
later scholarship turned up errors and 
inaccuracies in Dionysius’s work. One of the key 
problems here is that he miscalculated the death 
of Herod, which happened about 529 years before 
Dionysius’s time. Herod was alive when Jesus 
was born, so it turns out that Jesus was born at 
least four years before Dionysius thought he was. 

Brothers and Sisters  of Jesus 
https://earlychristiantexts.com/did-jesus-
have-brothers-and-
sisters/#:~:text=And%20with%20duplicate%
20names%2C%20it,those%20who%20do%
20God's%20work.  

Philo Hellenistic Jewish 
philosopher who lived in 
Alexandria, in the Roman 
province of Egypt. 

Flavius Josephus was a Roman–Jewish 
historian and military leader. Best known for 
writing The Jewish War,  
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Flavius-
Josephus  
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Complete-
Works-Josephus-Flavius/dp/082542948X  


